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Biblical Perspective

Matthew 22:17-21 

• Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 

lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 

not? But Jesus, aware of their 

malice, said, “Why put me to the 

test, you hypocrites? Show me the 

coin for the tax.” And they brought 

him a denarius. And Jesus said to 

them, “Whose likeness and 

inscription is this?” They said, 

“Caesar's.” Then he said to them, 

“Therefore render to Caesar the 

things that are Caesar's, and to 

God the things that are God's.”

Acts 5:29

• But Peter and the apostles 

replied, “We must obey God 

rather than any human 

authority.”
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General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

Third Annual Meeting—May 17, 1865 - Battle Creek, Michigan

OUR DUTY TO THE GOVERNMENT

• RESOLVED, That we recognize civil 

government as ordained of God, that order, 

justice, and quiet may be maintained in the 

land; and that the people of God may lead 

quiet and peaceable lives in all godliness and 

honesty.  In accordance with this fact we 

acknowledge the justice of rendering 

tribute, custom, honor, and reverence to the 

civil power, as enjoined in the New 

Testament.  While we thus cheerfully render to 

Caesar the things which the Scriptures show to 

be his, we are compelled to decline all 

participation in acts of war and bloodshed 

as being inconsistent with the duties 

enjoined upon us by our divine Master 

toward our enemies and toward all mankind.

General Conference session minutes, General Conference Archives.
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General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

Third Annual Meeting—May 17, 1865- Battle Creek, Michigan 

VOTING

• RESOLVED, That in our judgment, the 

act of voting when exercised in behalf 

of justice, humanity and right, is in 

itself blameless, and may be at some 

times highly proper; but that the 

casting of any vote that shall 

strengthen the cause of such crimes 

as intemperance, insurrection, and 

slavery, we regard as highly criminal

in the sight of Heaven.  But we would 

deprecate any participation in the 

spirit of party strife.

General Conference session minutes, General Conference Archives.
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Ellen G. White on Slavery

• Their Maker alone is their master. . . . 

Those who degraded slaves will 

experience God’s wrath. Testimonies for the Church, 

Vol. 1, 388.

• The religion of the Bible recognizes no 

caste or color. It ignores rank, wealth, 

worldly honor. God estimates men as men. 

With him, character decides their worth. 

And we are to recognize the Spirit of 

Christ in whomsoever it is revealed. No 

one need be ashamed to speak with an 

honest black man in any place or to shake 

him by the hand. He who is living in the 

atmosphere in which Christ lives will be 

taught of God and will learn to put His 

estimate on men. Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 9, 223.

• The Lord has looked with sadness 

upon the most pitiful of all sights, 

the colored race in slavery. He 

desires us, in our work for them, to 

remember their providential 

deliverance from slavery, their 

common relationship to us by 

creation and by redemption, and 

their right to the blessings of 

freedom. Selected Messages, 2:486. 

• “The whole system of slavery was 

originated by Satan, who delights in 

tyrannizing over human beings”         
The Southern Work [J. E. White, 1898, 1901], 61.



Ellen G. White

on Temperance Reform

• Let the danger from the liquor 

traffic be made plain, and a public 

sentiment be created that shall 

demand its prohibition. Let the 

voices of the nation demand of 

its lawmakers that a stop be put to 

this infamous traffic, that is ruining 

the lives of men. Youth's Instructor, October 27, 1908.

• The advocates of temperance fail 

to do their whole duty unless they 

exert their influence by precept 

and example—by voice and pen 

and vote—in favor of prohibition 

and total abstinence. Gospel Workers, pp. 387, 

388.

• Upon us, to whom God has given 

great light, rests the solemn 

responsibility of calling the attention 

of thinking men and women to the 

significance of the prevalence of 

drunkenness and crime with which 

they are so familiar. We should bring 

before their minds the scriptures that 

plainly portray the conditions which 

shall exist just prior to the second 

coming of Christ. Faithfully should 

we uplift the divine standard, and 

raise our voices in protest against 

the sanctioning of the liquor traffic 

by legal enactment.                       
Review and Herald, October 25, 1906



E. G. White on Women´s 

Suffrage and Rights Movement

• I do not recommend that woman should 

seek to become a voter or an officer-

holder; but as a missionary, teaching the 

truth by epistolary correspondence, 

distributing tracts and soliciting subscribers 

for periodicals containing the solemn truth 

for this time, she may do very much. In 

conversing with families, in praying with the 

mother and children, she will be a blessing.  
Review and Herald, Dec. 19, 1878.

• Some of you think you cannot do without 

tobacco. But you can. How do women get 

along without the use of it? The brain of 

women is composed after the same order 

as that of man. Manuscript 9, 1893, 14. 

• I know that the faithful women should be 

paid wages as is considered proportionate 

to the pay received by ministers. They carry 

the burden of souls, and should not be treated 

unjustly. These sisters are giving their time to 

educating those newly come to the faith and 

hire their own work done, and pay those who 

work for them. All these things must be 

adjusted and set in order, and justice be 

done to all. Letter 137, 1898.

• If a woman is appointed by the Lord to do a 

certain work, her work should be estimated 

according to its value. Some may think it good 

policy to allow persons to devote their time and 

labor to the work without compensation. But 

God does not sanction such arrangements.      
The Publishing Ministry, 242



EPILOGUE

• I dressed and found I was to speak to the 

point of whether our people should vote for 

prohibition. I told them "Yes," and spoke 

twenty minutes. Temperance, p. 255.

• There is a cause for the moral paralysis 

upon society. Our laws sustain an evil 

which is sapping their very foundations. 

Many deplore the wrongs which they know 

exist, but consider themselves free from all 

responsibility in the matter. This cannot be. 

Every individual exerts an influence in 

society. In our favored land, every voter 

has some voice in determining what 

laws shall control the nation. Should 

not that influence and that vote be cast 

on the side of temperance and virtue? 
Review and Herald, Oct. 15, 1914.

• While we are in no wise to 

become involved in political 

questions, yet it is our privilege to 

take our stand decidedly on all 

questions relating to 

temperance reform.                  
Review and Herald, Oct. 15, 1914.

• She counseled that teachers 

"who distinguish themselves by 

their zeal in politics, should be 

relieved of their work," and 

ministers "who desire to stand 

as politicians shall have their 

credentials taken from them." 
Fundamentals of Christian Education, pp. 475-484.


