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“A TIME FOR PEACE”
Ecclesiastes 3:8

“We ourselves were well conversant with 

war, murder, and everything evil, but all of 

us throughout the whole wide earth have 

traded in our weapons of war. We have 

exchanged our swords for ploughshares, 

our spears for farm tools. Now we 

cultivate the fear of God, justice, kindness to 

men, faith, and the expectation of the future 

given to us by the Father himself through 

the Crucified One.” (Dialogue with Trypho 110.3.4)

Justin Martyr Tatianwrote in 160 (dead c. 185), Justin’s disciple

“I do not wish to be king, I 

don’t want to be rich, I 

reject military service. I 

hate adultery” (The Ante-Nicene 

Fathers, Alexander Roberts and James 

Donaldson, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

Vol. II, reprint 1979, p. 69)



“But the law of liberty, that is, the word of 

God, preached by the apostles (who went 

forth from Jerusalem) throughout all the 

earth, caused such a change in the state 

of things, that these [nations] did form the 

swords and war-lances into ploughshares, 

and changed them into pruning-hooks for 

reaping the corn, [that is], into instruments 

used for peaceful purposes, and that they 

are now unaccustomed to fighting, but 

when smitten, offer also the other 

cheek.” (The Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. I, reprinted 1977, p. 512)

Irenaeus of Lyon (Pseudo-)Hippolytos(c. 130-202) wrote in c. 200

“A soldier of the civil authority 

must be taught not to kill men and 

to refuse to do so if he is 

commanded, and to refuse to take 

an oath. If he is unwilling to 

comply, he must be rejected for 

baptism. A military commander 

or civic magistrate who wears 

the purple must resign or be 

rejected. If an applicant or a 

believer seeks to become a 

soldier, he must be rejected, for he 

has despised God.” (The Apostolic Tradition 

16:17-19)



Tertullian(160-220)

“Of course, if faith comes later, and finds any preoccupied with military 

service, their case is different, as in the instance of those whom John used 

to receive for baptism, and of those most faithful centurions, I mean the 

centurion whom Christ approves, and the centurion whom Peter instructs; 

yet, at the same time, when a man has become a believer, and faith has 

been sealed, there must be either an immediate abandonment of it, 

which has been the course with many; or all sorts of quibbling will have to 

be resorted to in order to avoid offending God, and that is not allowed even 

outside of military service; or, last of all, for God the fate must be endured 

which a citizen-faith has been no less ready to accept. Neither does 

military service hold out escape from punishment of sins, or 

exemption from martyrdom.”(De Corona Militis 11)



“You cannot demand military 

service of Christians any more than 

you can of priests. We do not go 

forth as soldiers.” (Against Celsus VIII.7.3) “if all 

the Romans… embrace the Christian 

faith, they will, when they pray, 

overcome their enemies; or rather, 

they will not war at all, being 

guarded by that divine power which 

promised to save five entire cities for 

the sake of fifty just persons.” (Against Celsus

VIII.70).

Origen John Chrysostom(c. 240)
(347-407)

“That they may now understand that 

this is a new kind of warfare and not 

the usual custom of joining in 

battle, when He sent them with 

nothing He said: And so, marching on, 

show forth the meekness of lambs, 

although you are to go to wolves… for 

so will I best show my power, when 

the wolves are conquered by the 

lambs.

… But if we act like wolves we are 

conquered, for then the aid of the 

Good Shepherd departs from us, 

for He does not foster wolves but 

sheep.” (Epistle Matt. Hom 34, n.1)



Augustine of Hippo(354-430)
Principles of Just-War Theory

1. Last Resort

A just war can only be waged after all peaceful 

options are considered.

2. Legitimate Authority

A just war is waged by a legitimate authority. A war 

cannot be waged by individuals or groups that do not 

constitute the legitimate government.

3. Just Cause

A just war needs to be in response to a wrong 

suffered. Self-defense against an attack always 

constitutes a just war; however, the war needs to be 

fought with the objective to correct the inflicted 

wound.

4. Probability of Success

In order for a war to be just, there must be a rational 

possibility of success. A nation cannot enter into a 

war with a hopeless cause.

5. Right Intention

The primary objective of a just war is to re-establish 

peace. The aim of the use of force must be justice.

6. Proportionality

The violence in a just war must be proportional to the 

casualties suffered.

The nations involved in the war must avoid 

disproportionate military action and only use the 

amount of force absolutely necessary.

7. Civilian Casualties

The use of force must distinguish between the militia 

and civilians.

https://www.jstor.org/stable/40014967



“Among the Cathars and 

the Waldenses, the 

Lollards and the Czech 

Brethren, pre-

Constantinian

antimilitarism was 

renewed, so that beginning 

from the rleventh century 

we may once more, though 

at first only gropingly, take 

up the story of pacifist 

development. ("John Wyclif on War and 

Peace"ANDAuthor: Fink, David C.ANDIssue

Number: 2ANDPublication Title: "Fides et Historia"ANDVolume

Number: 49)

Middle Ages 500 to 1400–1500 Bogomils(850-1600)

“An extreme, minority group 

apparently advocated pacifism, 

socialism, vegetarianism, …, that 

is, they cultivated a dangerous 

and fanatic radicalism, but the 

rank and file, filled with a more 

compromising temper, may more 

properly be characterized as 

evangelical puritans seeking a 

return to the simpler worship of 

the Apostolic Age.”
(https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/europe/orthodox-bogomils.htm)





“Wyclif rejected the view that self-defense was an essential precept 

of natural law. On the contrary, he insisted on a literal reading of 

the Sermon on the Mount, arguing that preservation of others was 

a more basic Christian duty. Moreover, even on the assumption that 

self-preservation was a legitimate good, Wyclif argued that the lex

caritatis stipulated non-resistance as a condition of salvation; 

therefore, Christians ought to prioritize the preservation of the 

eternal soul over the body, and refuse the temptation to violent self-

defense. Nor could the wars of Old Testament Israel be cited as 

legitimation for just cause, since these wars had served the primary 

purpose of prefiguring the spiritual battles of the new covenant and 

were decisively superseded by the lex Christi..” ("John Wyclif on War and 

Peace"ANDAuthor: Fink, David C.ANDIssue Number: 2ANDPublication Title: "Fides et Historia"ANDVolume Number: 49)

John Wyclif (c. 1330-84)



“One particular outworking of 

embracing Jesus as a higher 

authority than the state that came to 

be central for Anabaptists and their 

Mennonite descendants was the 

rejection of participation in warfare. 

We see this early on in the trial that 

led to the execution of Anabaptist 

leader Michael Sattler—he explicitly 

refused to support wars against the 

Turks. Jesus calls us to love our 

enemies—that means we can’t take 

up arms against them.” 
(https://thinkingpacifism.net/2014/07/22/the-essence-of-anabaptism/)

Anabaptist (c. 1524)
Medieval protesters of the Church and Anabaptists who 

valued a literal interpretation of the Sermon on the 

Mount shared the following declarations:

- The believer must not swear oaths or refer disputes 

between believers to law-courts for resolution, in 

accordance with 1 Corinthians 6:1–11.

- The believer must not bear arms or offer forcible 

resistance to wrongdoers, nor wield the sword. No 

Christian has the jus gladii (the right of the sword). 

Matthew 5:39

- Civil government belongs to the world. The believer 

belongs to God's kingdom, so must not fill any office nor 

hold any rank under government, which is to be 

passively obeyed. John 18:36 Romans 13:1–7

- Sinners or unfaithful ones are to be excommunicated, 

and expelled from the sacraments and from intercourse 

with believers saving that they atone, according to 1 

Corinthians 5:9–13 and Matthew 18:15, but no violence 

is to be practiced against them. 
https://www.christianity.com/church/denominations/who-are-anabaptists-learn-the-origins-and-

history-of-anabaptism.html 
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